
Call for Pop-Up Projects 

Colfax ArtFest (formerly MuralFest) 
 

KEY INFORMATION 
 Proposal Submission Deadline: March 31, 2019 
 Date of Festival: Saturday, August 3, 2019 
 Artist Commission: $1,500 - $4,500 depending on project scope 
 Two submissions will be funded for installation 
 Final selection will occur on or before April 30, 2019 
 Installation must occur in the week(s) prior to the festival and final installation 

must be complete in time for the festival 
 
POP UP PROJECT OVERVIEW 
Colfax ArtFest seeks interesting, interactive, walk-through, exploratory pop-up 
installations to showcase at our one-day festival. We welcome pop-up projects in any 
medium including but not limited to auditory and sound installations, lighting 
projects, digital art, walk-through physical spaces, video installations and other.  
 
Installations will be built and installed prior to the festival to be showcased the 
evening prior to the festival at a V.I.P. reception and then during the festival itself. 
Your stipend is determined by your proposal including project scope, materials, 
installation timeline, etc. Please note that you will be awarded a single amount to 
cover all expenses including installation, drop-off, materials, labor and teardown.  
 
 Our primary goals for your installation are to engage and delight our audience. We 
are particularly interested in projects that are exploratory, interactive or immersive. 
While we don’t have an overarching theme or specific requirements for your 
installation (we welcome any and all submissions), we do ask that you take our history 
and our strong connection to Colfax Avenue into your frame of reference as you 
develop your concept. Please see specific submission requirements below. 
 
FESTIVAL OVERVIEW 
Colfax ArtFest is an annual one-day festival, held in the heart of 40 West Arts District 
in Lakewood, CO that celebrates art, creativity, makers and creators in all forms. This 
festival, the largest annual arts festival in the district, taps into the mission and vision 
of 40 West Arts District, to build and support endeavors that highlight the West 



Colfax corridor as an artistic and economic destination, and add creativity and art to 
the community. 
 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
The West Colfax corridor in Lakewood, CO has a long history of transformation. It 
started out in the late 1800’s as an agrarian sanctuary, away from the hustle and 
bustle of Denver, replete with apple orchards, sprawling farms and quaint houses. In 
the 1920’s and through most of the 1950’s West Colfax served as the ‘Gateway to the 
Rockies’ for countless locals and tourists. Businesses, restaurants, motor inns and 
dance clubs flourished and the avenue embraced America’s car culture and our love 
of the open road. New developments and larger highways rerouted traffic however 
and West Colfax fell into a long period of decay and decline. Today, perspectives are 
shifting again. West Colfax is home to one of 23 Colorado-certified creative arts 
districts, 40 West Arts, and now houses a modern light rail system with direct service 
to downtown Denver, more walkable and bikeable neighborhoods, new restaurants 
and shops, and an active community committed to growth and renewal. 

 
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
 
By the submission deadline, please email to submissions@40westarts.org the 
following information. The subject heading on your email should read ‘Pop Up 
Project’. Please combine ALL documents & images/renderings into one PDF 
document and submit only one attachment with your email. 
 

 The attached Colfax ArtFest cover page. This will be the first page of your PDF. 
 Your resume, link to your online portfolio, and/or a statement of qualifications 

showing your professional background and other completed projects. 
 Your submission proposal. Please provide succinct but detailed information 

regarding what your installation will look like, sound like, feel like, etc. How will 
patrons experience it? If your installation is physical in nature, what are the 
approximate dimensions and how will patrons walk through or around it? 

 Proposed budget including estimates for materials, labor, artist stipend and 
other. 

 Visual renderings of your proposal, if applicable. 
 
Selected artists must agree to the following stipulations: 

• Artists must complete their pop-up projects in the week(s) leading up to the 
festival. All installations must be complete NLT Thursday August 1, 2019, 
unless your installation consists of an on-site performance.  

mailto:submissions@40westarts.org


• Artists must agree to media interviews and participation in local Colfax ArtFest 
video project(s). 

• Only one artist or artist team will be selected for each project. The artist will 
receive a commission fee (1⁄2 upon approved concept and signed contract and 
remaining 1⁄2 upon festival completion).  

• You will receive one stipend. All components of the pop-up installation are 
then your responsibility including setup, materials, painting, coordination and 
logistics, labor and other. 

• Artists must have their own liability insurance to cover accidents, injuries, 
medical needs, etc. If you are unable to provide your own insurance, you must 
sign a liability agreement indemnifying 40 West Arts and its associates from all 
damage. 

• Colfax ArtFest is a rain or shine event. 
 



COLFAX ARTFEST SUBMISSION FORM COVER PAGE 
 
This form must be completed and attached as the first page of your PDF submission 
packet. 
 
NAME: 
 
 
 
 
ADDRESS: 
 
 
 
 
PHONE: 
 
 
 
 
EMAIL: 
 
 
 
 
WEBSITE and/or SOCIAL MEDIA LINK(S): 
 
 
 
 

 
 
How did you hear about this call? _______________________________________________ 


